
HJR0494

01099426

-1-

Filed for intro on 02/28/2000

HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION 494
By  Scroggs

A RESOLUTION to honor and commend Coach Cashandra
Anthony Shields on being named the 1999
Germantown "Citizen of the Year."

WHEREAS, the Tennessee General Assembly is proud to specially salute exemplary

citizens of our state who generously contribute their expertise and time to help persons with

special needs; and

WHEREAS, Cashandra Anthony Shields, who has devoted her life to helping coach

young persons with special needs, was recently recognized by being chosen the 1999

Germantown “Citizen of the Year"; and

WHEREAS, Ms. Shields is the volunteer Aquatic Event Director and Aquatic Head

Coach for the Memphis Area 2 Shelby and Fayette Counties Special Olympics swim teams; and

WHEREAS, as a young person, she saw people with special needs, and decided to do

what she could to help; and

WHEREAS, at a young age, "Cash," as she is affectionately known, helped two of her

sisters, Barbara and Lill, teach swimming, and realized that many of the people she knew with

special needs never got the chance to swim; and

WHEREAS, Coach Shields began teaching people with special needs at age 16.  Cash

participated in the program until her marriage to Rick Shields, a member of the United States Air

Force; and
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WHEREAS, after moving to Brunswick, Maine, she started a program for young persons,

including those with special needs, a program that included arts and crafts, a drama group,

dance, archery, tennis and other activities; and

WHEREAS, Cash and Rick are the parents of two sons, David and Jay, who are

talented swimmers in their own right; and

WHEREAS, after moving to Germantown in 1984, Cash began working with the

Madonna Day School, now known as the Madonna Learning Center. She taught swimming until

last year, while continuing to expertly teach the Special Olympics children; and

WHEREAS, in 1987, she became a co-coach of the Briarcrest High School girls’ swim

team; and

WHEREAS, in 1989, the "Mighty Memphis Minnows" team moved to the Central Church;

currently there are more than sixty registered swimmers at the church, who along with twenty-

five other swimmers nicknamed the "Seagulls," comprise a highly regarded swimming program

in Memphis; and

WHEEREAS, Coach Shields played an integral role in the success of the Special

Olympics Vining-Sparks IBG Invitational Swim Meet in 1994; and

WHEREAS, in 1997, she started a program to involve the older qualified athletes,

naming them junior coaches to assist the younger swimmers; and

WHEREAS, in 1998, Coach Shields' lifetime of service was recognized as she was

named the Tennessee Special Olympics Coach of the Year; and

WHEREAS, in 1999, the "Mighty Memphis Minnows" and the "Seagulls" traveled to

Kentucky, Alabama, and Florida; and

WHEREAS,  it is fitting that we pause in our deliberations to specially honor this gifted

woman for her exemplary contributions to our youth; now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE ONE HUNDRED

FIRST GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE, THE SENATE
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CONCURRING, That we congratulate Coach Cashandra Shields on her selection as the 1999

Germantown “Citizen of the Year”, and extend to her our best wishes for every future success.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That an appropriate copy of this resolution be prepared

for presentation with this final clause omitted from such copy.


